
 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: The Importance of Sharing          

 

Grade appropriate: K-12  Approximate Length of time to complete lesson/unit: 40-60 

minutes for Writer’s Workshop. 

 

Learning objectives and significance of lesson: 

Learners will engage in the writing process, focusing on a strategy-based lesson.   

Learners will appraise writing through constructive criticism. 

Students will collaborate in the Writer’s Workshop setting. 

Students will demonstrate their understanding of characteristics of good writing (voice, 

clarity, organization, etc.) 

The goal of this lesson is to stress the importance of sharing within a writing classroom.  

Teachers will learn ways to incorporate sharing daily within their own writing classroom and 

will evaluate a setting/routine which caters to the sharing piece (The Writer’s Workshop). 

 

Brief summary/outline: 
(Is this lesson an intro? middle? end?  All or part of a unit?  Does it scaffold a certain learning?)   

The Writing Workshop setting (along with sharing) is a daily practice and students engage in 

it regardless of the genre of writing students are working on at the time.  

 

Outline: 

Review of the Writer’s Workshop: 

 
a) Connection: Makes the learning relevant and connects to prior knowledge.  Provides 

students with the answer to: “What did we learn prior to this that will connect with 
what we‟re doing today?” 

b) Teaching Point: Let‟s students in on “the secret” of teaching.  Specific, consistent 
language is used every day: “Today, what I want to teach you is (more specifically, 
I„m going to show you how…).” 

c) Teaching: Model strategy.  Provide explicit instruction to students on how the 
strategy is used by writers.  You may: 

i. Share and analyze and exemplar text (includes mentor authors, your own 
writing, or students’ writing). 

ii. Model your own use of the strategy.  
iii. Discuss how authors use the strategy and provide examples of where this is 

visible. 
iv. Engage in shared writing with whole group. 

 
d) Active Engagement:  Students have time to practice with your observation and 

guidance. 
e) Link: Remind students of prior and present learning.  “Today you have added 

another strategy to your strategy backpack. Remember how…..” Engage students in 
the metacognitive process.  

f) Independent Practice: 20-30 minutes of independent writing. During this time, the 
teacher is conferring with students one-on-one or in small “guided writing” groups. 
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g) Sharing- 10-15 minutes.  Students share work as whole group or in partners.  
Students give feedback to one another as they listen and read each other‟s work.  
Students are taught to “read like writers” and “respond as readers.”  Students may 

not just say, “It was good,” or “I liked it.”  Instead, they are taught to give specific, 
detailed feedback. 

 

Related Resources: 

Calkins, Lucy. Units of Study: Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing. Portsmouth, NH: 

Firsthand (an imprint of Heinemann), 2006. 

Lane, Barry. After the End. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1993. 

Lane, Barry. The Reviser’s Toolbox. Shoreham, VT: Discover Writing Press, 1999. 

Wood Ray, Katie. Study Driven: A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the Writing 

Workshop. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2006. 

 

Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 
Specific Ways to Share: 

) Ask for volunteers!  Student reads aloud to the entire class.    Responders are engaged in active 

listening and provide feedback for the writer.  Responders should give two “glow” (positive) 
comments for every one “grow” (critique/suggestion) comment. 
 
2) Complete a full class share. choose one line or one word from work that day (favorite 
sentence, good description, etc).  Stand in circle.  Everyone (including teacher) reads line.  Go 

around the circle until everyone is finished.  
 
3) Have an “Amazing Language” bulletin board in your classroom.  Submit writing (full 
pieces, sentences, or ideas) on a note card to hang on bulletin board.  Some days, have all 

students write their favorite lines of their own writing on a card and sign it “anonymous.”  Words, 

ideas, lines, and the work of mentor authors may also be placed on the bulletin board.  
 
4) Partner share.   
 

5) Popcorn Share- Choose a theme for this share (best adjective, a sentence where setting was 
made clear, exciting piece of dialogue, etc.) Students stand up in no particular order to share  
writing which matches theme. 
 
6) Orchestra Share- As you conduct, point to particular students.  He or she may read his/her 

writing.  Again, this one is done best with a theme.  *Note:  This sharing activity should be done 
once rules and routines have been established and when all students feel secure and safe to share 
their own writing.  It should be exciting, not nerve-wracking for students. 
 
7) Sharing of a Mentor Text 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
For additional information, contact: 

Lindsey Anderson:  landerson@orono.k12.mn.us, lkanderson8@yahoo.com 
 


